JO. TATHAM, 1652.

There is a Fa6tion (Friend) in Town, that cries,

Down with the Dagon-Poet, Joknfon dies.

His Works were too elaborate, not fit

To come within the Verge, or face of Wit.

Beaumont and Fletcher (they fay) perhaps, might

PaiFe (well) for currant Coin, in a dark night :

But Shaktjpeare the Plebean Driller, was

Founder'cl in 's Pericles, and muft not pafs.

And fo, at all men flie, that have but been

Thought worthy of Applaufe; therefore, their Ipleen.

Ingratefull Ntigro-kinde, dart you your Rage

Againft the Beams that warm'd you, and the Stage !

Commendatory verses prefixed to A Joviall Crezo : or The
Merry Beggars, by Richard Brome. Presented &c. in
theyeer 1641. 1652.

Of course it is the faction opposed to Tathain who thus denounces Jonson,
Beaumont, Fletcher, and Shakespeare. As to Shakespeare being ' * founder'd
in 's Pericles" the libel is disproved by the extract from Pimlyco and that
from The Hog hath lost his Pearl (i. pp. 209, 248). But Owen Feltham's
testimony (i. p. 346) may be taken for the fact that the Gower interlude
and the brothel-scenes in Pericles had scandalised, and caused "deep
displeasure " to, the friends of public morality. C. M. I.